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INTRODUCTION 

This update continues to build our storehouse of data by augmenting our previous reports 

with the latest information. As with the previous reports, our objective is to identify 

emerging trends in the state of our communityôs student and multi-family housing market 

to better inform elected and appointed officials as they make decisions on future 

developments both near campus and countywide. 

This report contains four parts:  

1. Analysis of existing data and other relevant public information; 

2. Analysis of HUD/USPS vacancy data; 

3. Conclusions and recommendations; and 

4. Appendices. 

The first part involves a review of a variety of data sources containing historical and 

current information regarding population and housing. The second part involves an 

analysis of vacancy data from HUD/USPS concerning residential vacancies by census 

tract. The third part draws conclusions from the data and identifies any patterns or trends 

that the data may reveal. 

The landlord survey, which had been part of previous reports, was not conducted for the 

2019-2020 school year. Due to past year-to-year findings drawing similar conclusions, 

staff has elected to conduct the survey every two years to make better use of staff time 

and resources. As the procurement and analysis of the HUD/USPS data requires less 

staff time and resources, we are relying on this data set and unit occupancy data supplied 

by West Lafayette (see Appendix A-2) to inform our vacancy analysis.  
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PART 1: DATA & INVENTORY 

Multiple sources were used to capture as much relevant public information as possible 

pertaining to the status of student-oriented housing. The entities that provided data 

included: 

1. US Bureau of the Census 

2. US Department of Housing and Urban Development & US Postal Service 

3. Purdue University 

4. Tippecanoe County Assessor 

5. City of West Lafayette Rental Inspection Program 

The 2010 Census and Census Estimates 

According to the Census, the total population of Tippecanoe County in 2010 was 172,780 

persons. Population growth county-wide is projected to remain steady in future years as 

reflected in the Census estimates for 2011 (173,186), 2012 (175,204), 2013 (180,174), 

2014 (183,074), 2015 (185,826), 2016 (188,059), 2017 (190,587), 2018 (193,048), and 

2019 (195,732). This estimated growth represents an approximate 11.73% increase 

between 2010 and 2019 and a 1.39% increase in the populationôs projected growth rate 

reported in last yearôs report. 

Figure 1 ï Tippecanoe County Population 1980-2019 

 

Source: US Bureau of the Census (* indicates estimate only)  
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Purdue University Student Population 

At the start of the fall 2019 semester, the total student population (both undergraduate 

and graduate students) of the West Lafayette campus of Purdue University was 44,551 

students. Compared to the previous year (43,411 students), this represents an 

approximate 2.63% increase in population. As shown in Figure 2 below, the fall 2019 

population figure is the highest recorded not only within the last ten years but the highest 

recorded in the universityôs history. 

Figure 2 ï Purdue Student Population 2009 ï 2019 

 

Source: Purdue University ï Office of Enrollment Management Analysis and Reporting 

Purdue University Housing 

In the fall of 2019, Purdue University Housingôs capacity totaled 13,678 on-campus 

bedspaces and 1,223 off-campus bedspaces for a grand total of 14,901 bedspaces. 

Occupancy in both sets consisted of 13,452 on-campus bedspaces occupied and 1,160 

off-campus bedspaces occupied making for an overall vacancy rate (combining on/off-

campus bedspace occupancy) of 1.9%. Of the 44,551 students enrolled at the West 

Lafayette campus beginning in the fall of 2019 there were 14,612 students living in 

university owned or leased housing units (an increase of 644 students from the previous 

year) and 29,939 students living in non-university housing situations (an increase of 496 

students from the previous year, largely due to an increase in off-campus leased 

bedspaces).  
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Purdue University Fraternities, Sororities and Cooperatives 

Of the 29,939 students living off-campus during the fall 2019 semester, 3,202 lived in a 

fraternity, sorority or cooperative (a decrease of 177 students from the previous year). 

The total capacity among the 62 houses was 3,923 persons (a capacity decrease of 75 

persons from the previous year, likely due to a decrease of 4 houses). 

Purdue University Parking 

The ñCò parking permit is required for all commuter students who seek to park their vehicle 

on campus and reside outside the University-imposed, near-campus boundary. Those 

students living within the boundary but not on campus are generally not eligible for a 

commuter ñCò parking permit. As illustrated in Figure 3, the boundary surrounds the 

campus and is roughly rectangular. 

Figure 3 ï Parking Permit C (Commuter Permit Exclusion) Boundary 

 

 Source: Purdue University Parking & Transportation Services 
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For the fall of 2019, Purdue Universityôs Parking and Transportation Services Office 

issued 4,726 ñCò permits for those commuter students who resided beyond this boundary 

surrounding campus (an increase of 85 permits from the previous year). 

Purdue Commuter Student Parking Facility Number of C-permits issued 

C Surface Parking Lots 4,183 

Northwestern Garage 171 

Wood Street Garage 193 

Grant Street Garage None Sold 

Harrison Street Garage 179 

University Street Garage None Sold 

  

Total 4,726 

  

 

For the purposes of this report, it is assumed that the majority of the 22,011 remaining 

off-campus students who are ineligible to apply for ñCò permits and donôt live in a fraternity, 

sorority or co-op likely lived within the C-permit exclusion boundary. These 22,011 

students represent an increase (approximately 2.74%) from last yearôs 21,423 students.  

City of West Lafayette Rental Inspection Program Data 

The City of West Lafayette continues to operate its rental inspection program. To date, 

the cityôs rental inspection database consists of 11,575 units containing 24,276 bedrooms. 

These figures represent an approximate 5.09% increase in units and a 5.23% increase in 

bedrooms from last yearôs report.  

Of these West Lafayette rental units, there were: 

¶ 901 single-family dwellings containing 2,968 bedrooms representing a 4.04% 

increase in units and a 4.43% increase in bedrooms from last yearôs report. 

¶ 228 dwellings in two-family buildings containing 547 bedrooms representing a 

3.39% decrease in units and a 4.54% decrease in bedrooms from last yearôs 

report. 

¶ 162 dwellings in three-family buildings containing 343 bedrooms representing a 

3.57% decrease in units and a 0.58% decrease in bedrooms from last yearôs 

report. 

¶ 10,284 dwellings in multi-family buildings containing 20,418 bedrooms 

representing a 5.54% increase in units and a 5.74% increase in bedrooms from 

last yearôs report. 
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PART 2: VACANY DATA RESULTS 

US Department of Housing and Urban Development and US Postal Service Data 

Since 2005 the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the US 

Postal Service (USPS) have jointly produced quarterly reports of mailing address 

vacancies by Census Tract for residential and non-residential properties. This data is 

made available to local governments by request and does not discriminate between 

owner-occupied and rental units.  

The USPS mail carriers who collect the data, while not capturing vacancy data for all units 

in a tract, have collected a large enough sample of units in each tract that the results can 

reasonably be relied upon to identify trends or patterns for the entire tract. For the 

following analysis, we have only made use of the residential unit vacancy data for the 

years 2016 through the second quarter of 2020.  

As shown in Figure 4, the ñWest Lafayette Areaò includes the following Census Tracts: 

51.01, 51.02, 52, 53, 54, 55, 102.03, 102.04, 103, 104, 105 and 106. The ñLafayette Areaò 

includes these Census Tracts: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15.01, 15.02, 16, 17, 18, 

19, 108 and 111. Again, the vacancy data does not discriminate between a rental unit 

and an owner-occupied unit. Through our agreement with HUD, we can present the 

following findings (Figure 5) on residential vacancies in these tracts:  
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Figure 4 ï Greater Lafayette Area Census Tracts 

 

  Source: US Bureau of the Census 

  


